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Weems & Plath to be Presenting Sponsor of On the Wind
 
January 3, 2017, Annapolis, MD — Weems & Plath, makers of fine nautical & weather
instruments, has signed on as the long-term ‘Presenting Sponsor’ of the popular sailing
podcast On the Wind, hosted by professional sailor & yachting journalist Andy Schell
and produced by 59 North, Ltd. The Annapolis-based company has informally supported
Andy Schell and his wife Mia Karlsson in their offshore passagemaking business for
years; the new agreement, which goes into effect January 1, 2017, continues &
formalizes that support.
 
“I got hooked on this great podcast during my commutes,” says Weems & Plath
President Peter Trogdon, “and we at Weems & Plath are excited to help facilitate the
creation of the show.”
 

On the Wind is a casual, long-form audio interview show
where Andy sits down to chat in-depth with sailors from
around the world, for about an hour at a time. Notable
guests have included pioneering cruisers Lin & Larry
Pardey and Donald Street; the late Volvo Ocean Race
skipper Magnus Olsson; revered yacht designer German
Frers; Vendee Globe sailor Bruce Schwab; America’s Cup
hero Gary Jobson; photographer Rick Tomlinson; and Sir
Robin Knox-Johnston himself. Since September 2013, On
the Wind has released 173 episodes, which in turn have
been downloaded nearly one million times. The show

publishes weekly on Tuesdays and is free to listeners, who subscribe online or through
a smartphone app. 
 
“We’re in the Wild West in terms of the medium,” says On the Wind host and producer
Andy Schell. “Peter is an early adapter and caught onto to the podcast technology very
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Weems & Plath’s SOS DISTRESS LIGHT Selected As A “2016 Top Product” By 
Boating Industry Magazine
 
May 11, 2016, Annapolis, MD — Weems & Plath is pleased to announce that the 
SOS Distress Light has been selected as a 2016 Top Product by the editors of 
Boating Industry Magazine.
 
TopProducts-2016This prestigious award is in its third year and recognizes 50 of the 
best products for the marine industry, ranging from boats to engines to accessories 
and more.
 
This year’s selections were chosen from hundreds of products introduced or 
signifi cantly updated since the beginning of 2015. The honorees were selected for 
their innovation, impact on the industry, creativity and more. 

 
TOP Product 2016The SOS Distress Light is the 
ONLY electronic fl are to qualify as a U.S. Coast 
Guard compliant Visual Distress Signal for night 
use. This innovative light is remarkable as it 
replaces the need for traditional fl ares which has 
the potential to change the habits of millions of 
recreational boaters as they strive to meet the 
onboard USCG requirements. No longer will boaters 
be burdened with the expense and hazards of 
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replacing and disposing of expired fl ares.
 
This SOS Distress light has NO expiration date. Its LED light fl ashes up to 60 hours 
on standard C-cell batteries (3).  The patented lens shines horizontal and vertical 
beams that are visible up to 10 nautical miles.
 
This is the third award that The SOS Distress Light has received this year.  In 
January of 2016, The SOS Distress Light received the “Innovation Award” at the 
2016 Miami International Boat Show recognizing excellence in Consumer Safety 
Equipment from the National Marine Manufacturers’ Association (NMMA) and the 
Boating Writers International (BWI). It is also the winner of SAIL Magazine’s 2016 
Pittman Innovation Award.
 
“Weems & Plath is honored to receive this award from Boating Industry Magazine. 
We are committed to fi nding ways to keep people safe on the water,” says Peter 
Trogdon, Weems & Plath President. 
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